
fund a staff position dedi-
cated to serving with and for 
our volunteers. 

Shirley Smalley has filled 
this new position. Her exten-
sive ministry experience com-
bined with her enthusiasm 
makes her a good fit for our 
Volunteer Office. In addition 
to coordinating our volunteer 
and ministry activities, 
Shirley also will be responsi-
ble for our bulletin and  
parish facilities schedule. Her 
contact information is on the 
last page of this newsletter. 

Once again, I wish to thank 
you for sharing your gifts so 
freely. I look forward to 
serving with you in the 
months to come.  

 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Pete Rossa 

I wish to extend to each of 
you a special thanks for the 
commitment and dedication 
you have shown in the past 
three months. I was inspired 
as I watched more than a 
hundred of you facilitate 
and support our Holy Week 
and Easter activities and 
services. From early morning 
to late night, the parish was 
alive with activity and volun-
teers of all ages. 

The Parish Picnic and  
Annual Parish Dinner Auction 
required even more time, 
and you selflessly answered 
the call. I stood in amaze-
ment as I watched so many 
volunteers do everything 
from cooking to playing 
games, soliciting donations to 
decorating tables, dancing 
to mopping floors. I saw fa-
miliar faces and new ones. I 
observed individuals, groups 

and families come together 
for a common cause, and it 
brought me great joy. 

These and many more ac-
tivities are signs that our 
parish is alive and growing 
because of you. I want to 
take this opportunity to let 
you know your efforts are 
sincerely appreciated and 
your offerings make a huge 
difference in the lives of our 
parishioners. Your enthusiasm 
and generosity serve as both 
a model and challenge to 
those around you. 

Because of the importance 
of our parish volunteers, the 
Volunteer Coordinator role  
has become a full-time, paid 
position. As your pastor, I 
am fully committed to devel-
oping and supporting our 
volunteers and lay ministers. I 
believe the best way to  
accomplish these goals is to 

Volunteer Efforts ‘Make a Huge Difference’ 

Following Jesus, Being a Model of  Servant Leadership 

In His life, Jesus provided 
many examples of servant 
leadership, including the 
command given after the 
washing of the feet of His 
disciples. John 13:12-15 tells 
us: òAfter He had washed 
their feet, had put on His 
robe and returned to the 
table, He said to them, ôDo 
you know what I have done 

for you? You call me Teacher 
and Lord ñ and you are 
right, for that is what I am. 
So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash 
one anotherõs feet. For I have 
set for you an example, that 
you should do as I have done 
for you.õó 

 

In contemporary times, 
servant leadership is based 
on a term and concepts  
developed by Robert 
Greenleaf in 1970. This 
popular model of corporate 
leadership is intrinsic to a 
Christianõs personal and com-
munal life. 

 
(cont. on p. 4) 
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Come Holy Spirit come. Fill me 

with your gifts of wisdom and 

understanding. Open my eyes that I 

may see the path God has laid 

before me. Open my ears that I may 

hear His call. Open my heart that I 

may know and share His love with 

others. Holy Spirit guide me as I 

discern the gifts I have been given 

and help me to offer them back 

without reserve to the Father for 

the benefit of His people. Clear my 

life of distractions and obstacles so 

that I may respond to His call. 

Come Holy Spirit come and enkindle 

in me a burning desire to share my 

unique giftedness and the  

courage to step forward. 

Amen  



2009-2010 RE Program Grows Children’s Spiritual Side 
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of their moral decisions and 
how they fit into Godõs plan. 

Children in fourth and fifth 
grades spent the year pre-
paring for the sacraments of 
Reconciliation, First Commun-
ion and Confirmation. They 
also learned to use Godõs 
grace to live out their lives. 

Congratulations to the 80 
children who received the gift 
of Reconciliation and the 85 
children who received the 
gifts of First Holy Eucharist 
and Confirmation. Jesusõ love 
and light is alive in our chil-
dren! 

New classes are being 
added for the 2010-2011 
program. Anyone interested 
in becoming a catechist or an 
aide, please contact Melissa 
Graziano in the parish office.  

 

It has been another won-
derful and exciting year for 
our children and catechists in 
the religious education (RE) 
program at St. Bernadetteôs. 
All the children have grown 
spiritually so much this year. 

Children ages 3 through 
kindergarten  were in Cate-
chesis of the Good Shepherd 
(CGS), a program based on 
the educational principles of 
Maria Montessori and reli-
gious education that is 
deeply rooted in the Bible 
and liturgy. Children listened 
to the gospel weekly, then 
òworkedó in the Atrium, feel-
ing Godõs light and love. 

Children in first through 
third grades had a mobile 
atrium where they continued 
with the CGS program. These 
children became more aware 

Thank you to all catechists 
and aides who helped our 
parishõs children carry on our 

Catholic legacy of faith: 
 

Angela Ambrose; Melanie 
Bateman; Rachelle Chambers; 
Christine Contreras; Carmen 

Cortez; Suzette Evans;  
Michele Glynn; Christie Kane; 

Rhonda Keene; Lyndall 
Kirkes; Maureen Kotlarz; 

Chris Krause; Kerry  
LaMountain; Anna Lancaster; 
Meggan Lombardo; Nanette 

Merritt; Robert Nichols;  
Natalie Okeke; Farah Olsen; 

Polly Saulnier; Kerrianne 
Smith; Frances Walker; 

Monica Ward; and  
Sally Wolfert 

Parish Picnic: Fellowship and Fun in the Sun 

Potluck-style salads, sides 
and desserts accompanied 
these main entrees é not to 
mention snacks of popcorn 
and snow cones. 
Kidsõ activities included 

bounce houses, face and 
hand painting, water bal-
loons and piñatas. Other ac-
tivities were a raffle, three-
legged races, horseshoes, a 

candy walk, basketball, 
bocce ball, a limbo contest 
and more. Craig Colson and 
his band were onsite, playing 
music that kept spirits high.  

Special thanks to Chair-
woman Rosie Weinstein and 
the 50-plus volunteers who 
helped make this yearõs  
picnic a wonderful event!  

Nothing tops off a fine 
Arizona spring season like a 
successful parish picnic. 

On April 17, 400 members 
of the St. Bernadette commu-
nity had a joyful day featur-
ing food, activities and music. 

The Knights of Columbus  
and St. Vincent de Paul ran 
the kitchen for the picnic. Vol-
unteers did the grilling.  

Nothing says ôpicnicõ like taking 

a few swings at a piñata. 

A limbo contest was just one activity at this 

yearõs parish picnic, where more than 400 
church members attended. 

KC Italian Dinner: 
Molto Buona! 

Homemade Italian meat-
balls and a variety of  
desserts were just a few of 
the highlights of the Knights  
of Columbusõ (KC) Second 
Annual Italian Dinner on 
March 20. 

Nearly 300 people  
attended the event, which  
was topped off by a tradi-
tional Italian band and a  
barbershop quartet. 

Grazie mille to the more 
than 60 KC men and women 
who helped make this an 
outstanding event that raised 
more than $2,000 for the 
parish. 

Anyone interested in volun-
teering for the menõs service 
ministry or Knights of Colum-
bus can contact Ken McDon-
ald at yoandken2@cox.net 
or 480-483-7822. 

From left, Santo Graziano, Jerry 

Price and John Young show off their 
meatball-making skills for the KCõs 
Second Annual Italian Dinner. 

Craig Colson and his band contributed to the 

festivities and overall feeling of joy. 

This yearõs picnic chair-

woman, Rosie Weinstein. 
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Thank you to the dinner 

auction volunteers, 

without whom this yearõs 

event would not have 

been so successful. 

Event Committee: 

Rachel Collins (Chair) 

Gina Cordier 

Amy Foster 

Debbie Frere 

Jacque Frere 

Stacey Jobe 

Stacey Krolak 

Irma Loebe 

and Paul Loebe. 

Event Volunteers: 

Marie Burnett 

Woody Collins 

Larry Cordier 

Stacy Courtney 

Kathy Donaldson 

Jack Dougherty 

Mike Dougherty 

Christopher Gentry 

Jeanie Hays 

Felicia Head 

Sabrina Hrabak 

Denny Hunt 

Judith Inman 

William Inman 

Dale Lewis 

Ashley Loebe 

Mark Moehling 

Barbara Moehling 

David Osselaer 

Jake Osselaer 

Lisa Osselaer 

Zachary Osselaer 

Jack Poupore 

Laura Rago 

Denise Saporito 

Mike Smalley 

Shirley Smalley 

Connie Smith 

John Smith 

Estela Stiles 

Diane Sylvia 

Tony Szostak 

Scott Whited  

and Bonnie Wohl. 

Front row (L-R): Snow Toerne, Fr. Pete Rossa, Dr. Tom 

and Sabrina Hrabak. Back row (L-R): Rick Toerne, Lisa 
and David Osselaer, Allison Grady 

Front row (L-R):Tracy Justinak, Yolanda McDonald, 

Mary Jo Wilmes, Joan Graziano. Back row (L-R): 
Bill and Carol Leicht, Larry and Jan Bleichroth, Bill 
Wilmes, Santo Graziano. 

Annual Dinner Auction a Huge Success; $15,000 Raised for the Parish 

guests; an iPad, and a gour-
met wine basket. 

The bakery auction, which 
featured 28 beautiful bakery 
items and represented nearly 
$900 of the $15,000 raised, 
was made possible by dona-
tions from the parishõs reli-
gious education families and 
auction volunteers. One of the 
most popular baskets was 
called òWhen Life Gives You 
Lemons,ó and it featured a 
yellow serving tray, lemon 
bundt cake, a bottle of limon-
cello liquor and a lemon 
cookbook. Another popular 
basket was called òTriple 
Threató and included a bottle 
of champagne, chocolate-
covered strawberries and 
fudge brownies. 

Parent and grandparents 
were particularly wowed by 
two cookie baskets. One in-

Food and fellowship were 
the highlights of this yearõs 
Annual Dinner Auction, held 
April 30 at the parish. 

More than 40 volunteers 
helped make this successful 
event possible, from the plan-
ning stages to the night of the 
auction and the next dayõs 
clean up. The core team, led 
by Rachel Collins, started 
planning the dinner, which is 
the parishõs largest fundrais-
ing event, last fall. There 
were 108 guests and 20 vol-
unteers who attended the 
that evening, with 118 tickets 
sold. 

Along with the wonderful 
array of fine food and live 
music, attendees  bid on the 
items of their choice. This 
yearõs most popular items 
were a home-cooked meal, 
courtesy of Fr. Pete, for eight 

cluded sugar cookies beauti-
fully decorated with pink, 
purple and orange flowers 
all arranged in a bright pink 
basket with a flower earring 
holder. The other popular 
cookie basket was called òôCõ 
is for Cookie,ó and featured 
flower cookies, snicker-
doodles, Sesame Street 
books and a Cookie Monster 
plush toy. 

A game of Heads and Tails 
raised the most money that 
evening, and was held to 
determine the winner of the 
iPad. The competition was 
fierce, with the last two play-
ers making the same choice 
eight times in a row! In the 
end, though, Dr. Karl Oschner 
finally came out the winner 
and took the iPad home. 

Bill and Estela Stiles 

with Sweetie Girl, the 
auction puppy. 

Marty Simmons, Connie 

Smith, Teresa Simmons 



Like Jesus, servant leaders 
in the church devote them-
selves to serving the needs of 
the parish and its members. A 
servant leader is motivated 
by a drive to serve a mission 
far beyond oneself. Core 
qualities of servant leader-
ship include listening, empa-
thy, healing, awareness, per-
suasion, conceptualization, 
foresight, stewardship, 
growth and community build-
ing. 

Perhaps the most important 
element, though, is a selfless 
willingness to offer oneõs own 
life as an example to others. 
In his book, Rediscovering 
Catholicism: Journeying To-
ward Our Spiritual North, 

Matthew Kelly points out that 
amid the great abundance of 
our generation, there also is 
a great poverty. In every 
place and time there is a 
shortage of individuals willing 
to lead humanity along the 
right path with the example 
of their own lives. The world 
cries out, òDonõt tell me how 
to live, show me!ó 

When we help and lead 
others, we feel more emotion-
ally alive. When we study, 
we feel more intellectually 
alive. When we come before 
God in prayer, we feel spiri-
tually alive. 
Itõs easy to be a follower, 

but becoming a disciple ñ 
stepping forward as a  

servant leader ñ requires 
discipline and foresight. It is 
both a choice and commit-
ment. 

Like so many other things, 
our church is not inherited 
from past generations; it is on 
loan from future generations. 
We owe those generations 
the best we have to give. 

While serving may some-
times seem time consuming or 
challenging, at its core ser-
vant leadership is a long-
term, transformational ap-
proach to work and life. It 
can create positive change 
throughout our parish, our 
church, our community and, 
ultimately, our very society.  

Following Jesus, Being a Model of  Servant Leadership  (from p. 1) 
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Jesusõ command in the gos-
pels for everyone to follow 
Him carries a strong message 
of movement, change and 
ongoing conversion. Following 
Him is not a one-time event; 
we do not choose Him once 
as our Lord and Savior, then 
spend the rest of our days 
merely standing beside him. 

Conversion requires a con-
stant process of calls and 
responses. God calls to us 
and we respond. But our re-
sponse must be active. Deep-
ening our relationship with 
God requires a healthy 
prayer life, a commitment to 
serving others, and faithful-
ness to ongoing formation 
and spiritual growth. 

There are a variety of 
ways to grow in our knowl-
edge of God and His church. 
Learning increases our under-
standing of theology, church 
history, doctrines, practices, 
the lives of holy people, and 

of Holy Scripture. It serves as 
a source of newfound energy 
and enthusiasm for our faith 
and traditions. Often, it 
makes us more passionate 
about our personal relation-
ship with God. Finally, learn-
ing allows us to be better 
role models, and it gives us 
the knowledge we need to 
defend our faith. 

There are many formation 
opportunities available at St. 
Bernadetteõs. We have menõs 
and womenõs Bible study 
groups, a book club focusing 
on contemporary Catholic 
books, formal teacher/leader 
training classes for each 
catechetical program, and 
Lighthouse educational CDs 
available to parishoners. 

Also, the Diocese offers a 
variety of courses and certifi-
cation programs through its 
Kino Institute. The programs 
include a catechist certifica-
tion program, as well as two-

year certificate programs in 
leadership, adult formation 
and adult enrichment. More 
information is available 
online: www.kinoinstitute.org. 

There are many other op-
portunities through the Church 
and her formation programs. 
Catholic Home Study Service 
(CHSS) offers a free certifi-
cation program and series of 
correspondence courses. 
Sponsored by the Vincentian 
community and the Missouri 
Knights of Columbus, CHSS 
has offered free courses on 
the Catholic faith for more 
than 70 years. Check out this 
program at www.amm.org/
chss/history.htm.   

 or call 573-547-4084. 
The summer slowdown is a 

perfect time for each of us to 
pick up a book, take a class 
or watch an educational 
video and fall more deeply 
in love with our Lord and our 
faith.  

Education Helps Catholics Stay Close to Christ  

Skills and Qualities 
of Servant Leaders 

 
Selflessness: Putting the needs 
of those you lead ahead of 
your own personal needs. In 
the current economic crisis, 
many supervisors have taken 
pay cuts so their employees 
may keep their jobs. 
 
Effective listening: Hearing 
and communicating. This often 

requires servant leaders to be 
liaisons between volunteers, 
programs and the church. 
Effective servant leaders use 
communication to build a sense 
of community. 
 
Inspirational: Inspiring others 
to follow and bringing out the 
best in others. A servant 
leader sees those with and for 
whom they work through the 
eyes of Jesus. Seeing and 
drawing out the goodness in 
others enables volunteers to 
see their own value and 
goodness. 
 
Mentor: Encouraging, 
modeling and enabling others 
to listen and follow Godõs call, 
and allowing others to 
develop their own leadership 
and ministerial skills. A servant 
leader wants to grow, develop 
and support oneõs 
program/ministry, but at the 
same time nurtures and 
commits to developing the 
individual group members. 
 
Facilitator: Providing, enabling 
and connecting those who they 

lead with opportunities for 
personal and spiritual growth. 
Servant leaders provide 
ongoing formational 
opportunities and invite group 
members to grow, pray and 
share their Christian journey. 
 
Servant leadership forces us 
away from self-serving, 
domineering leadership and 
makes us think about dignity, 
respect, the value of the 
human person, how Jesus led 
others and of Christian ways 
to motivate and inspire others. 

http://www.kinoinstitute.org
http://www.amm.org/chss/history.htm
http://www.amm.org/chss/history.htm


In the summer, the parishõs needs focus primarily on: 1) covering the front desk during staff 

and volunteer vacation time, 2) preparing materials and conducting catechist training programs 

for the launch of the school year-based catechetical programs, and 3) maintaining the pro-

grams that run year-round.  

Unless otherwise indicated, contact Shirley Smalley for the following activities. She can be 

reached at ssmalley@saintbernadette.com or 480-905-0221, ext. 214. 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 

Clerical volunteers to help the Youth Minister. 

 

Catechist(s) for Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd; elementary religious education; 

EDGE; LIFE TEEN; adult initiation (RCIA); and 

Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word (CLOW). 

 

One or more people to coordinate the 2010 

Christmas Angel tree project. 

 

Extra Ordinary Ministers of Care to take 

communion to Mayo Hospital and the home-

bound. 

 

June 1-Aug. 13: Front-desk coverage. Most 

volunteers work one day/week, 3-4 hours. 

 

June 8 (Tuesday), 12:45-2:15: Freedom Inn 

arts and crafts activity, contact Judith Inman, 

480-419-6339. 

Week of July 12: Sort personal-care items 

from Service Sunday collections. 

 

July 13 (Tuesday) , 12:45-2:15:  

Freedom Inn Discussion and Games,  

contact Judith Inman, 480-419-6339. 

 

Week of August 16: Sort school  

supplies from Service Sunday collections. 

 

Week of September 13: Sort coats from  

Service Sunday collections. 

 

June 12 and 19, July 10 and 24, and Aug. 

10: Food deliveries to St. Matthewõs Parish. 

RSVP is required for this activity. Meet in the 

parish-office parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Volun-

teers under 16 must be accompanied by a 

parent or guardian; all 16- to 18-year-olds 

must have a signed permission slip.  

The Volunteer Messenger 

Altar Linens: Donna Burns|602-577-4326 
Altar Servers: Dore Sand|602-485-0169 
Annulments: Deacon Jim Hostutler| 
602-518-2520 
Art & Environment: Mike Dougherty| 
480-609-0977 
Bereavement: Al Homiski|480-905-0221 
Boy Scouts: Dale Lewis|602-953-1519 
Building Committee: Bill Polcyn|480-419-
0845 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word:  
Maureen Kotlarz|480-905-0343 
Culture of Life: Armida Escarcega|602-
493-2477 
Cursillo Movement: Tony & Noel 
Szostak|602-996-2197 
Extraordinary Ministries of the Eucharist: 
Al Homiski|480-905-0221 
Finance Committee: Pat Hoernig|602-
482-0960 
Funeral: Linda Flosi|480-905-0221 
Funeral Hospitality: Carol Flood|602-
953-3625 
Gently Aging: Harry Cameron & Shirley 
Teed|602-996-6151 
Greeters: Tom Horst|602-953-1063 
Hospitality: Shirley Smalley|480-905-
0221 
Initiation Adult/Child: Linda Flosi|480-
905-0221 
Knights of Columbus: Ken McDonald, 
Grand Knight|480-483-7822 
La Sagrada Familia: Ken & Yolanda 
McDonald|480-483-7822; Rosemary 
Trummer|602-971-0312 
Lectors: David Riggs|602-996-6715 
Marriage Encounter: Mark &  
Barbara Moehling|480-948-7684 
Marriage Preparation: Al Homiski|480-
905-0221 
Men’s Bible Study: Brian Weber|602-
765-0924 
Ministers of Care (Homebound): Deacon 
Jim Hostutler|480-905-0221 
Ministers of Care (Mayo Hospital Minis-
try): Deacon Ron Little|602-404-6844 
Music Ministry: Craig Colson|480-905-
0221 
Natural Family Planning: Armida  
Escarcega|602-493-2477 
Parish Council: John Smith|602-788-
1434 
Prayers of the Faithful: Mary 
Canida|602-996-9396 
Religious Education: Melissa 
Graziano|480-905-0221 
Retrouvaille: Brian & Donna Harris |602-
684-0198 
Sacristans: Mary Canida|602-996-9396 
STB Book Club: Brian Weber|602-765-
0924 
St. Vincent de Paul: Parish Office| 480-
905-0221, x 316 
Social Committee: Shirley Smalley|480-
905-0221 
Sunday Donuts: Rebecca Logue|480-
609-1444 
Ushers: Bill Leicht|602-788-8254 
Volunteers: Shirley Smalley|480-905-
0221 
Women’s Bible Study: Kim McCann|602-
482-7821 
Youth Ministry: Audra Motiejunas|480-
905-0221 

Ministry Contacts 

St. Bernadette Catholic Church 

16245 N. 60th Street 

Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Phone: 480-905-0221 

E-mail: 

volunteers@saintbernadette.com 

www.saintbernadette.com/ 

ministries/volunteering 

your calendars now so you 

can join us in September. 

So, save the date! It will be 

a fun-filled evening to honor 

all that you do for our parish 

community.  

All parish volunteers and 

lay ministers are invited as 

honored guests of Fr. Pete 

and his staff for a special 

appreciation dinner on Sept. 

10. The evening will include a 

meal, entertainment and a 

special thank-you gift. Mark 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Is Back! 

Freedom Inn Residents Receive Mother’s Day Gifts 

the center as Motherõs Day 
gifts. 

Members of the St. Vincent 
DePaul conference visit Free-
dom Inn once a month to host 
a group activity. One month, 
the conference hosts arts and 
crafts activities, the next 
month there is a discussion 
group, and the third month is 
reserved for playing games. 

The remaining 27 necklaces 
that were made by volun-
teers will be used as prizes 
for game-day activities. 

Thank you to all the volun-
teers who came together to 
make Motherõs Day extra 
special for these extra-
special women. 

Motherõs Day was made a 
little brighter for 20 women 
at Scottsdaleõs Freedom Inn, 
a personalized assisted living 
center for seniors. 

In March, 15 volunteers 
ranging in age from 10 to 85 
came together to make 47 
necklaces in just one hour. 
Twenty of the necklaces were 
given to the ladies living at 

mailto:ssmalley@saintbernadette.com

